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Summary. This article is devoted to some problems of convergence between Ukraine and the countries of Eastern Europe.
It is emphasized that the reforms of recent years are crucial for the acceleration economic development. Particular attention is
paid to the various interdisciplinary factors that may accelerate convergence. In the context of this paper, convergence problems
are seen as complex interdisciplinary real-world problems. As the problems of convergence are complex, Ukraine should use
the invaluable experience of the EU Member States. At the level of economic problems, the greater attention should also be
given to the social, cultural and psychological aspects of convergence. Moreover, since real economic development depends on
ideology, politics, law and government, it is worth considering in more detail the possibilities of liberal democracy development.
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Introduction. Following the 2014 Revolution of Dignity,
Ukrainian society has clearly identified its social, political and
economic development goals. This means that liberal democ-
racy has been building in Ukraine for more than five years.
Last condition will help to facilitate Ukraine’s integration into
the European Union and the global economy in the future.
Many reforms have been launched in recent years, which,
from a scientific point of view, are characterized by wide cov-
erage and interdisciplinarity. In this paper, we want to focus
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on some of the issues that are important for the acceleration
of convergence between Ukrainian and Eurozone economies.

It is well known that the improvement of economic indi-
cators are crucial for the economic development. But other
related factors in different spheres of public life are also
important. Given the fact that convergence itself is character-
ized by broad interdisciplinarity, we would like to draw atten-
tion to legal, political and ideological factors of convergence
in the course of our work. Particular attention is paid to the

Bunyck 28, wacmuna 2 * 2019



Cepis: MixHapOoaHiI €EKOHOMIiYHi BiTHOCHHH Ta CBiTOBE I'OCIIOZAPCTBO

problems of law, politics, the post-socialist past and opportu-
nities of the liberal democracy development.

Literature overview. Convergence is the equalization of
development. In other words it is when developing countries
grow faster than developed countries. Effective economic pol-
icies must be pursued in order to stimulate economic develop-
ment. First of all, it should be noted that economic reforms and
improvements must have permanent character [1]. For exam-
ple, economic improvements may include a reduction of pub-
lic debt [2] or an increase in foreign direct investment flows
caused by various government improvements [3] Changes in a
national tax system caused by globalization and international
competition are also important [4]. These economic changes
and improvements are crucial, but economic-related factors
can also have a significant effect.

Economic-related factors may include establishment of
ethics and shared values, development of civil society and
increased confidence in government. Along with these fac-
tors, modernization of education system and increase in edu-
cational level of population may play a great role [5]. Just like
education, a level of technological development or techno-
logical backwardness of a country can have a serious impact
on a course of economic processes and economic growth [6].
However, the most important type of reforms is structural
reforms. It can result in a change of an old system to a new
one. These reforms may include restructuring and improve-
ment in many areas of a country’s life. Such reforms may
relate to players’ ethics, anti-corruption, judiciary and govern-
ment decisions [7]. Given the breadth of the issue, problems
of convergence between Ukraine and Eastern European coun-
tries are complex and have clear interdisciplinary character.

The aim of the paper is to reveal interdisciplinary specif-
ics of convergation processes between Ukraine and Eastern
European countries.

Results of the research. Since the economies of East-
ern European countries is part of the Eurozone economy, the
convergence between them and Ukraine is a part of a broader
process — globalization of the Ukrainian economy. Integra-
tion of a national economy into the global economic system
is possible only if an economy is open [8]. An open economy
is characterized by many things, so a policy that helps to
change the orientation of a national economic system should
be complex and multifaceted. In Ukraine, such a transition
has actually taken place for almost thirty years. However, the
reduction of protectionism has a positive effect. An additional
factor may be an increase in the level of cross-industry trade,
since such correlation is distinct characteristic of the world’s
most open economy — the USA [9]. A radical change in eco-
nomic strategy can be applied not only to Ukraine, but also to
the Eurozone itself [10]. That is why, in order to increase con-
vergence, Ukraine can use the existing strategies. Increase in
the level of economic openness can attract new investors and
show a direction to regional and global markets. However,
it is only one side of economic development. On the other
hand, Ukrainian officials need to focus on the process of soci-
ety development and the specifics of change. This direction
creates an opportunity to accelerate politics, governance and
public administration discourses implementation, make them
nationally-specific in order to spur economic development.

Politicians need to focus on specific effective reforms, but
they should also know an experience of other countries and a
theory itself. First of all, it should be understood that develop-
ment (including economic) is a multidimensional process that
involves different aspects of people’s lives improvement [11].
The complexity of country’s development concerns not only
an improvement of material living conditions, but also moral
and spiritual aspects. This means that sociology, cultural

studies, psychology and religious studies should be used in
conjunction with economic theory, public administration and
political science. Secondly, development requires the ability
to generate change constantly, which is especially important
for former socialist economies [12]. For the countries such as
Ukraine, it is worth developing the ability to conduct serious
reforms and small improvements continually. This precisely
characterize the situation in developed countries, because a
progress is a continuous development. Thirdly, Ukraine’s eco-
nomic development, as well as its convergence with the Euro-
zone, is a long-term process. European integration processes
have begun 60 years ago [13], and over time, the European
Union’s emphasis on the real convergence has only intensi-
fied [14]. Finally, actual development of strong political insti-
tutions is considered even more important than a development
of economic institutions for post-communist countries [15].
This is the general paradigm of a development for the most
of post-socialist European countries, including Ukraine.
Of course, the list is not exhaustive, but all four elements are
important components of Ukraine’s development.

The convergence between Ukraine and Eastern Europe
is part of a broader process, namely the rapprochement of
Ukraine with the EU, as Ukraine intends to become the EU
member. Therefore, the material of this article can be viewed
as referring to the convergence between Ukraine and the EU.
Taking this aspect into account, the interdisciplinary complex-
ity of convergence only increases. Real world problems are
often differ from what is written in formalized scientific text-
books. Universities teach fragmented academic disciplines,
while in the real world there is a need for effective integra-
tion of knowledge from various fields. Further, such complex
integration of knowledge can be effective, if professionals and
scientists from different fields work together to solve com-
plex real problems. The problems of convergence accelera-
tion require structural, and therefore complex, reforms, which
should be of a lasting and permanent nature. The number of
academic disciplines involved in the state life reforming is
overwhelming and may correlate with all national scientific
discourse cultivated as fragmented disciplines in Ukrainian
universities. In particular, it is necessary to take into account
the scientific problems that are being studied in classical, tech-
nical, medical, agrarian, pedagogical, law and other Ukrai-
nian universities. Particular attention should be paid to the
formation of a relevant outlook within Ukrainian population.
This task requires a focus on two major issues: rethinking the
communist past and building a liberal democracy.

Acceleration of convergence between the countries of
Eastern Europe and Ukraine may be facilitated by the real-
ization of the fact that they share a common past. Attention
should be paid to the aspirations of both parties to build liberal
democracies with a developed market economy. Therefore, it
is worth paying attention to these two aspects concerning the
past and the future of Eastern Europe.

The process of Eastern European countries integration into
the EU has begun relatively recently. Although the transfor-
mation of the planned economy in many post-socialist coun-
tries began in the late 1980s, their accession to the European
Union (EU) began only in 2004 [16]. The first members of EU
were united in 1957, so the whole process can be considered
quite lengthy, in fact, it has been going on for over 60 years.
This means that Ukraine does not have to rely on affective
illusions and vain hopes. Ukraine needs to make constant and
significant efforts to change the remnants of a planned econ-
omy from within. These processes are, and should be, long-
term and structural.

According to Yang & Grigorescu [16], the stability of
Western Europe’s economic system has reached maturity.
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At the same time, the economic systems of Eastern Euro-
pean countries continue to evolve and improve. Therefore,
there is a situation where the EU member states from Eastern
Europe have already reached the level of continuous improve-
ment, while Ukraine still needs to work on this (see above).
Ukraine’s achievements over the last five years are impor-
tant, as this is a good start for structural reforms. However,
in 2019, the presidential and parliamentary elections took
place in Ukraine, which means that continuation of reforms
and their structural character will depend on new president
and parliament. Of course, some variation, modification and
even redirection in the course of reforms implementation is
possible, but it is important to keep the pace of reforms and
their structure.

It must be mentioned that the situation of change, integra-
tion and convergence is not always straightforward. For exam-
ple, according to Romanian scientists, the situation in Roma-
nia in 2016 «did not impress anyone» [17]. Since Romania is
a member of the EU, changes in the global economic space
and the EU economic space are important for its growth. More
specifically, Romania needs resources (economic, political,
managerial, cultural, etc.) to respond to changes in the exter-
nal economic environment.

That was a brief overview of communist past. And now
we will focus on the spread of liberal ideas in Eastern Europe.

Ukraine’s integration into the EU is a complex and argu-
mentative issue. In simple words, it depends on the direction
of economic and political orientation of development that
Ukraine will choose. As Ukraine needs to be consistent about
this orientation in the long term perspective, it is better to con-
sider the opportunities that will contribute to the development
of a market economy. One of these opportunities is the devel-
opment of liberal democracy as a basis for a market economy,
a growth of wealth and a development of strong middle class.

The literature on the development of liberal democracy
in Europe is quite diverse. For example, scientists from the
Czech Republic, Sima and Nikodym, claim that in most Euro-
pean countries liberal thought is marginalized and underde-
veloped [18]. They also claim that in the Czech Republic lib-
eralism is one of the most competitive political trends. But if
we refer to the English version of Wikipedia, we find that lib-
eral democracy is the dominant political ideology in Belgium,
Denmark, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, England, France,
Italy, Germany and Ireland, and these are the 10 most devel-
oped European countries. Perhaps the authors were referring
to the spread of liberalism in Eastern Europe. However, the
latter is a debatable issue, so it is important for us to determine
whether liberal democracy is an acceptable option for political
ideology of Ukraine.

It is known that liberal thought in Europe began to develop
in the nineteenth century. The first schools at that time were
Austro-Hungarian, French and German schools [19]. At that
time, scholars and politicians from all over the Europe, sym-
pathetic to the ideas of liberal democracy, were studying in the
above mentioned countries. This means that, at least in some

European countries, the liberal tradition has a relatively long
history, sufficient to be one of the dominant political ideologies.
In current conditions, Ukraine can use the example of
Poland, because in Poland, as well as in Ukraine, liberal thought
was quite poorly developed in the twentieth century [20]. How-
ever, at present the ideas of liberal economy development are
particularly supported by civil society and academia in Poland.
Given this, public institutions may also contribute to the devel-
opment of liberal discourse. This would be a positive factor,
both for Ukraine’s economic development and for enhancing
convergence with the most developed EU member states.

If we look through the last five years of socio-economic
reforms, we must say that the direction of the Ukrainian eco-
nomic system development has already been chosen. There is
no doubt about the need to develop a market economy within
the geographical boundaries of modern Ukraine. Moreover,
the latter is confirmed by more than three decades of scien-
tific works of Ukrainian academic community in the field of
economics. However, five years ago, the question of liberal
democracy development was questionable; the alternative was
contained in focus on relations strengthening with Ukraine’s
eastern neighbor. After the 2013-2014 Revolution of Dignity,
this possibility seems to have been rejected. Therefore, the
previous Ukrainian government was doing everything it could
to accelerate rapprochement with the EU, both economically,
politically and culturally. It seems that if the current leader-
ship of Ukraine continues the reforms of the previous govern-
ment, it is likely that the values of liberal democracy will be
upheld in Ukraine. Such a factor will be positive, as liberal
democracy is a political ideology that perfectly complements
the development of a market economy, which is a complex
interdisciplinary issue. If Ukrainian scientists, in the fields of
political science and economics, can come to a consensus on
these issues, then it will be possible to talk about the popu-
larization and diffusion of scientific discourse related to the
development of liberal democracy. Still, there exist numerous
other spheres of work that must be done.

The implementation of the EU-Ukraine Association
Agreement is a good example of how convergence occurs in
practice. In order to make a brief analysis of the Agreement
interdisciplinary complexity, we conducted a research of the
reforms implementation plan that is aimed on stabilization
and acceleration of Ukraine’s development (Table 1).

The table shows that the spheres of the Ukrainian govern-
ment work are numerous (more than 20 spheres), so Agree-
ment implementation is complex and long-lasting. It should
be borne in mind that these areas constitute the basis, but
acceleration of convergence requires the united work of all
stakeholders in order to achieve the common goal.

Conclusions. The possibility of convergence between
Ukraine and Eastern European countries, as well as its effec-
tiveness, depends on many factors and it is a complex inter-
disciplinary problem by the nature. The issue of convergence
is a problem of economics and political science. But conver-
gence also concerns the possibilities of integration into the

Table 1

The directions of work concerning Association Agreement

Scientific perspective on the directions of work concerning Association Agreement

Freedom, Law and Justice Technical Barriers in trade Entrepreneurship Politics and Defense
Medicine Tax System Energetics Humanitarian Policy
Agriculture Education and Youth Financial Sector State Procurements

Science and Innovations Statistics and Information

Transport and Post Services Social and Labor Policies

State Finances Environment

Custom Service Resources Efficiency

Sanitation

Smuggling, Fraud and Corruption

Consumers Protection Intellectual Property

Source: [21]
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global economic space, as well as changes in cultural and  of possible alternatives or complementary models that can be
civic life. The prospects for further research are contained in  productive. An increased attention should be paid to complex
the development of a discussion around the problems of the interdisciplinary nature of convergence processes and struc-
liberal ideology spread in Ukraine, as well as in the discussion  tural reforms.
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KOHBEPT'EHIIIA MIK CXITHOIO €BPOIIOIO TA YKPATHOIO: IIVISIXW BAOCKOHAJIEHHA

AHoTtanisi. CTaTTIO NPUCBIYCHO OKPEMHUM ITPpOo0OIeMaM KOHBEepreHIlii Mixk Ykpainoto Ta kpainamu CxigHoi €Bporu. Haromo-
IICHO HA TOMY, [0 pe)OPMH OCTAHHIX POKIB € BKpail BXKITMBUMH JUIS IIPHUIIBYU/IIICHHS €KOHOMIYHOTO po3BUTKY. OKpeMy yBary
MPUIICHO PI3HUM MDKIUCIUTUTIHAPHUM YHHHUKAM, 110 MOKYTh IPUIIBUIIIATH KOHBEPTEHIIII0. Y MeXax JaHoi poOOTH 1mpoo-
JIEMU KOHBEPIeHIIT po3IIAIaloThCs SIK CKIIAAH1 MDKANCIUIUTIHAPHI IPOOJIEMH PealIbHOTO CBITYy. Y MeXax akaAeMiuHUX YCTaHOB
PO3MIISAAIOTECS. OKPEMi acleKTH peajbHUX NpoOieM, M0 HaJexaTh N0 chepH KOMIETEHIT KOHKPETHUX HAayKOBHUX Taiy3el,
MpOTE B PEaJbHOCTI 4acTo OyBa€ TakK, IO MPOOJIEMU BUXOAATH 32 MEXKI KOMIETEHTHOCTI SIKOICh KOHKPETHOI HAayKH, TOMY X
Ha3UBalOTh MibKAUCHUILTIHApHUMU. OCKLUIBKY NPpo0OIeMU KOHBEPIeHIT € CKIIaJHUMU, TO YKpaiHi BapTO BUKOPUCTOBYBATU 0€3-
HIHHKUI TOCBI KpaiH — uieHiB €Bpomnelickkoro Coro3y. HapiBHi 3 eKOHOMIYHUMHE POOIEMaMK BaAPTO TAKOXK MPHUIUIATH ITOCH-
JICHY yBary colliaJIbHUM, KyJIBTYPHUM, ICUXOJIOTIYHUM Ta PEJirifHUM acnieKkTaM KoHBepreHiii. KpiM Toro, ocKisibKu peabHui
S€KOHOMIYHUI PO3BUTOK 3aJI€KUTh BiJl iJICOJIOTIi, IIOJITHKH, TIPpaBa Ta JePKaBHOTO YIPABIIHHS, BapTO IETaJbHIIIE PO3IITHY TH
MOYJIMBOCTI PO3BHTKY J1i0epanbHOi ieMokparii. PoboTa Ha/1 3araibHO0 Teopi€ero ai0epaibHOT AEMOKpATii Ta po3po0IeHHs crie-
IUQIKK IMITIEMEHTAIT [[HOT0 MIO0ATBHOTO AUCKYPCY A0 YKPaiHCHKUX YMOB € OMHUMHU 3 KIIFOYOBUX €IIEMEHTIB MPOrPECHBHHIX
nepeTBopeHb. Ha HaykoBOMy piBHI MOTpiOHA MOCHIICHA CIIBIpAI MK IMOJITOJOraMUA Ta SKOHOMICTaMH, YHPABIIHISIMH Ta
(iHaHCHCTAaMH, KYJIBTYPOJIOTaMHU Ta TICUXOJIOTaMH, THIIUMH CIIEIialliCTaMu 3 pi3HOMaHITHUX raiy3eid Hayku. [Ipobinemu, po3-
IJSIHYTI B CTaTTi, € CKJIAZI0BOI0 YaCTHHOKO HIMPIIOT MPOOIEMATHKH, [0 Ma€ MPsIME BIHOUICHHS JI0 MPAKTUYHUX KPOKIB BijI-
HOCHO 30mKkeHHst Mk Yipainoro Ta €C. Y KiHL CTaTTi 31iHICHEHO KOPOTKHI aHalli3 MIKIUCIUILUTIHAPHOI CKJIAAHOCTI pedopM,
OB’ SI3aHUX 13 KOHBEPTEHIII€I0, T BU3HAYEHO HEOOX1THI HAIPSIMU POOOTH YKPaTHCHKOTO ypsiy. MOHITOPHHT peaiizalii aHy
3axO0JliB 3 BUKOHAHHS YTOJIM TIPO acollialliio, 3anyeHuil ypsaaom Ykpainn Bocenu 2019 p., 1a€ MOXIIMBICTD 3pO3yMiTH, LIO
KOHBEpPIreHLis Mbk Ykpainoto Ta €C € HaACKIaHUM, JOBIOTPUBAIUM 1 MIXIUCLHUITIHAPHUM IIPOLIECOM.

Kurouosi cioBa: Cxinna €Bporia, YkpaiHa, eKOHOMIYHUI PO3BUTOK, MOCTKOMYHI3M, JIiOEpasi3M, MiXKIUCIUIUTIHAPHICTb.
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KOHBEPI'EHLIMSI MEJKY BOCTOYHOM EBPOITION M YKPAUHOM:
IIYTU COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHMUSI

AnHoTauus. CtaTbs MOCBSAILICHA HEKOTOPBIM MPOOIEMaM KOHBEPTEHIIMU MEX1y YKpauHOH u crpanamu Boctounoii EBpo-
el [loquepkuBaeTcst, 4To peGopMbl MOCIESTHNX JIET KpaiHe BayKHBI IS yCKOPEHHS IKOHOMHUYECKOro pa3Butst. Ocoboe BHH-
MaHHE YIEeNIeHO Pa3INYHBIM MEKAUCIUIUIMHAPHBIM (DaKTOpaM, KOTOPbIE MOTYT YCKOPUTH KOHBEPreHIMIO. B paMkax maHHOM
paboThl poOIEMbl KOHBEPIEHIIMU PACCMATPUBAIOTCA KaK CIOXKHbIE MEXIUCHUIUIMHAPHbIE IPoOaeMbl peanbHoro mupa. Io-
CKOJIKY TIPOOJIEMBI KOHBEPIE€HIIUH SIBISIOTCS CIOKHBIMH, TO YKpPauHE CTOUT MCIIOIB30BaTh OSCLIEHHBIN OMBIT CTPaH — WICHOB
EBpormneiickoro Coro3a. HapaBHe ¢ 5KOHOMUYECKUMHU NpoOIeMaMu CIIENYeT TAKKe YIEIATh MOBBIIIEHHOE BHUMAaHUE COLUANb-
HBIM, KyJIBTYPHBIM M IICUXOJIOTHYECKUM acleKTaM KOHBepreHuu. Kpome Toro, mockosabKy peasbHOE SKOHOMUUECKOE pa3BUTHE
3aBUCUT OT MJICOJIOTUH, IOJUTUKH, IIPaBa U TOCYAAPCTBEHHOI'O YNPABICHHUs, CTOUT J€TajJbHEE PACCMOTPETh BOSMOKHOCTH Pas3-
BUTHS INOEPATIbHON A1EMOKPATUU.

KnioueBble ciioBa: Bocrounas Epona, Ykpanna, 5KOHOMHYIECKOE Pa3BUTHE, IIOCTKOMMYHHU3M, JTHOEPATIU3M, MEXKIUCIIH-
IUIMHAPHOCTb.
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